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MAYOR HAHN, COUNCILMEMBER GARCETTI PROPOSE
FREE METERED PARKING FOR HYBRID VEHICLES

L os Angeles —Mayor Jm Hahn and City Councilmember Eric Garcetti today announced a proposal
to make parking at city meters free for hybrid vehicles,

“We want people to have just one more incentive — besides helping to reduce air pollution —to
drive ahybrid vehicle,” Mayor Hahn declared a a press conference dong abusy stretch of Hollywood
Boulevard.

“This pilot program would mean the end of fishing for quarters benegth the sests of your car, the
end of digging in the bottom of your bag, and the end of paying a quarter to park for seven
minutes. .. but only if you drive ahybrid,” Mayor Hahn added, speaking againgt a backdrop of hybrid
vehicles parked at city parking meters.

“Thismotion saysto L.A. drivers. Don't worry locdly, be happy globadly,” said Councilmember
Garcetti. “At the same that you can be happy you're polluting ninety percent less than other drivers, you
don't have to worry about whether you just put your last quarter in atip jar when you're parking on city
Streets.”

The City of Los Angeles currently provides free parking at city meters for eectric and natura
gas cars and trucks designated as “ Clean Air Vehicles’ by the Department of Motor Vehicles. Based
on the success of thisinitiative, and in an effort to promote cleaner air, Mayor Hahn developed aplan to
extend this program to owners of hybrid vehicles for asx-month trid period. Councilmember Garcetti
will introduce the motion in the City Council thet will direct LADOT to begin implementation of the

program.

Initidly, hybrid owners would not need to do anything different to take advantage of the policy.
Parking enforcement officers would be trained to recognize hybrid vehicles and would smply not cite
owners of such vehicles for not paying at parking meters. However, vehicle owners would still be
required to comply with posted time limits. In addition, if the State of Californiaand DMV decide to



include hybrids as “Clean Air Vehicles,” then hybrid owners would need to receive a sticker from the
DMV to qudify for free parking, just as eectric and natura gas vehicle owners currently do.

Hybrids, which use a combination of gasoline and eectric power, provide increased fuel
economy on amiles-per-galon basis and, subsequently, reduce air pollution. Cdifornia has twice as
many hybrids as any other state. Over 4,700 hybrid vehicles were registered in Los Angelesin 2003,
more than any other city. The City of Los Angelesis currently converting its fleet to hybrid and eectric
vehides and dso maintains asmall fleet of hydrogen fud cdl vehicles.

The free hybrid parking pilot program will last for sx months. At the end of that period,
LADOT will analyze the program and make a determination of whether or not to continue the program.



