
Sign Dictionary
A. Definitions of Signs by Types:

Architectural Ledge Sign: A type of roof sign
with individual letters or an image identifying
a business in the same building, or the individual
numbers of an address, which stand atop a
ledge or architectural projection.

Awning Sign: Any sign located on a roof-like
cover extending over a building feature such
as a door or window or a landscape/site feature
such as a patio, deck, or courtyard and which
is constructed of fabric or other approved
material supported by a framework of metal or
other noncombustible materials.

Billboard: A sign on one or more poles or
columns that contains offsite signage and:

1. is 8 feet or greater in height as measured
from the natural or finished grade, which 
ever is greater, to the bottom of the sign, 
and/or

2. is structurally separate from an existing 
building or other improvement on a property,
and/or

3. is anchored inside an existing building or
other improvement on a property and extends
through the roof of a building or structure 
on a property, and/or

4. is supporting a sign panel that is 
perpendicular to the pole(s), post(s), or 
column(s) and that may be, or may not be, 
cantilevered over a building or structure on
the property.



Blade Sign: A type of projecting sign, not
exceeding four feet in width, which projects
out perpendicularly from a building face, has a
vertical dimension which exceeds the horizontal
dimension, and may or may not extend above
a roof line.

Captive Balloon Sign: Any object inflated
with hot air or lighter-than-air gas that is
tethered to the ground and extends five feet
(5’) or higher above natural or finished grade.
(not shown)

Electronic Message Display Sign: A sign
that displays still images, scrolling images or
moving images, including video and animation,
utilizing a series or grid of lights that may be
changed through electronic means, including
cathode ray, light emitting diode display (LED),
plasma screen, liquid crystal display (LCD), fiber
optic or other electronic media or technology.

I l luminated Architectural  Canopy
Sign:  An enclosed illuminated structure
that is attached to the wall of a building with
the face of the sign approximately parallel to
the wall and with the message integrated into
its surface.



Illuminated Plastic Sign Face: A sign face
made of a translucent plastic material, the
entire surface of which is internally illuminated,
including the letters, images and spaces
between the letters and images. Individual
channel letters which are mounted on a non-
plastic surface are not consider to be illuminated
plastic sign faces.

Inflatable Device: Any cold air inflated object
of various shapes, made of flexible fabric,
resting on the ground or a structure and inflated
and sealed or equipped with a portable blower
motor that provides a constant flow of air into
the device. Inflatable devices are restrained,
attached, or held in place by a cord, rope, cable,
or similar device and are used to announce,
declare, demonstrate, display, or otherwise
present a message and attract the attention of
the public.

Marquee Sign: A sign which is located on a
marquee, or a permanent roofed structure
attached to and supported by the building and
projecting over public property.

Open Panel Roof Sign:  A type of roof sign
consisting of a sign on a roof comprised of
channel letters, channel graphic segments,
open lighting elements, or another open form
which combines solid segments and transparent
spaces. An open panel roof sign which includes
a three-dimensional sculptural form or a solid
panel, pursuant to Section 7.E, shall also be
considered an open panel roof sign.



Pedestrian Sign: A type of projecting sign which
is attached to a wall or to the underside of an
awning, architectural canopy or marquee with one
or two sign faces perpendicular to the face of the
building and which identifies a use or service
exclusively or primarily by symbol.

Pillar Sign: A freestanding sign which is mounted
on the ground, consisting of rectangular sign faces
or a sculptural themed shape, with a horizontal
dimension no more than 25% the length of the
vertical dimension.

Pole Sign: A freestanding sign that is erected or
affixed to one or more poles or posts and which
exceeds a height of 12 inches as measured from
the existing or artificially created grade to the bottom
of the sign, and does not comply with the definition
of a billboard or pillar sign as defined in this
ordinance.

Sandwich Board Sign: A portable sign
consisting of two sign faces which connect at
the top and extend outward at the bottom of
the sign.



Skyline Logo/Icon: A type of roof sign consisting
of a sculpted, 3-dimensional symbol, figure or
graphic on top of a roof that identifies or represents
a business or company without utilizing the name
of the company .

Solid Panel Roof Sign: A sign mounted on a
roof which consists of one or more solid opaque
panels.

Supergraphic Sign: A sign printed on vinyl,
mesh or other material with or without written
text, supported and attached, to a wall by an
adhesive and/or by using stranded cable and eye-
bolts and/or other materials or methods, and
which does not comply with the provisions in the
Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 91.6201 et
seq., relating to Wall Signs, Mural Signs, Off-Site
Signs and/or Temporary Signs.

Temporary Special Display: Any sign
structure that is to be maintained for a limited
duration, including individually, or in
combination, supergraphics, inflatable devices,
projected image signs, electronic panels, or
other types of sign structures that are not
permanently attached to the ground, building,
or structure.



Window Sign: A sign placed directly on or
behind a building window and intended to be
visible from the exterior of the building. Any
sign which is located behind a window, which
can be seen through a window, and is located
within 6 ft. of a window shall be considered a
window sign.

B. Other Definitions

Character-Defining Feature: Any physical
characteristic of a historic building that conveys
its historic identity and is identified as character-
defining in a report prepared by a professional
architectural historian. A character-defining
feature shall include signage which is identified
as such by an architectural historian.

Entertainment-Related Business: An
entertainment-related business shall include:
1) a business which produces live entertainment,
such as legitimate theaters, cinema theaters,
nightclubs, comedy clubs, concert halls, cabarets
or performance venues; 2) broadcast or
production studios; or 3) headquarters or
regional corporate offices for entertainment or
media companies. An entertainment-related
business shall not include adult uses as defined
by the LAMC.

Freestanding Sign: Any sign of which the
primary structural support is not a building and
which has as its primary support a post, pole
or other structure which is anchored, attached
to or stands directly on the ground. Freestanding
signs include, but are not restricted to:
billboards, pole signs, pylon signs, monument
signs and pillar signs.

Historic Sign/Signage: Any sign which is
determined to be historically significant as
determined by a historic assessment report
prepared by a professional architectural
historian.

Historic Building/Historic Structure: A
historic building or structure is one that is: (1)
listed as a Historic-Cultural Monument by the
City of Los Angeles; or (2) is listed in, or has
been determined to be “eligible” or “potentially
eligible” for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places or has been determined
“eligible” for listing in the California Register
of Historic Places by a local, state, or federal

agency determination or by a qualified
architectural historian as a part of an official
survey prepared for such an agency or is listed
as such in the State Historic Resources
Inventory or (3) listed as a historically significant
building in a survey conducted by the
Community Redevelopment Agency of the City
of Los Angeles.

Master Sign Program: A package of photos
and drawings which enables the Community
Redevelopment Agency, the Area Planning
Commission, or the Director of Planning to
visualize the cumulative impact of multiple
signs, including preexisting and proposed signs,
which may apply to one property or  contiguous
multiple properties.

Off-Site Sign: A sign which displays any
message directing attention to a business,
product, service, profession, commodity, activity,
event, person, institution, or any other
commercial or noncommercial message, which
is generally conducted, sold, manufactured,
produced, offered or occurs elsewhere than on
the premises where such sign is located.

On-Site Sign: A sign that is other than an off-
site sign.

Qualified Architectural Historian: A
recognized expert in the field of architectural
history whose qualifications are acknowledged
by both the Director and the Community
Redevelopment Agency.


